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Biography
James W. "Jim" Holton is Of Counsel at Hall Booth Smith in Tampa,
Florida, where his practice focuses on government advocacy at the
local, state, and federal levels, particularly in transportation,
insurance, land use permitting, and disaster recovery. Jim also
brings valuable gaming industry experience from his previous role
at a Washington, D.C. firm, where he represented a variety of
tribal, gaming, and other organizations.

In addition to his legal career, Jim is the President and Owner of
Holton Companies, a real estate development and investment firm
with projects throughout Florida. He is also actively involved in
fundraising and supporting numerous public causes.

More +
Jim earned a Master of Laws from Boston University, from which he
also holds a Juris Doctor. He also completed a Bachelor of Arts in
Philosophy from Stanford University.

He has served on the board of the University of South Florida’s
Center for Urban Transportation Research, Pinellas County’s Police
Athletic League, and the Pinellas County Economic Development
Council. Nationally, he is the long term past Chairman of the Board
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for the Drug Free America Foundation, and he serves on several
local civic and charitable boards.

Jim was formerly the Chairman of the Florida Transportation
Commission from 2005 to 2007, a position for which he was
appointed by former Governor Jeb Bush and confirmed by the
Florida Senate. During his tenure, he was praised by the governor
for his leadership in addressing some of the state’s most pressing
transportation needs and for maintaining public accountability for
the Florida Department of Transportation.

Earlier in his career, former House Speaker Allan Bense appointed
Jim as a Director of Enterprise Florida Inc. (EFI) from 2005 to
2009. EFI is a public-private partnership between Florida business
and government leaders and is the principal economic
development organization for the Sunshine State. Jim worked with
the Florida Congressional Delegation, other members of Congress,
and numerous state and business leaders to address issues and
take steps toward improving the business environment for
companies in the infrastructure, defense, banking, and finance
industries.

Jim was also appointed by former Governor Rick Scott to serve on
the Board of Governors of Citizens Property Insurance Corporation,
which is the state-backed wind and property insurance company of
last resort for many Florida homeowners and businesses. He was
re-appointed and served through 2020.

In addition to those duties, Jim was appointed by Governor Rick
Scott to TBARTA and reappointed by Governor Ron DeSantis. He
served as the initial Chairman. Governor DeSantis also appointed
Jim to the Southwest Florida Water Management District in
February 2023, and his term runs through March 2026.
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Education
J.D., Boston University
LL.M., Boston University
B.A., Philosophy, Stanford University

Memberships
Drug Free America Foundation, Chairman of the Board
Florida State Bar
Pinellas County Economic Development Council
Pinellas County’s Police Athletic League, Board Member
(former)
South Florida’s Center for Urban Transportation Research,
Board Member (former)
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