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Biography
A partner in the HBS Nashville office, Karl Braun specializes in
entertainment litigation and a wide array of transactional work. His
personal experience in the entertainment industry — including
more than 15 years working as a professional musician and
songwriter — gives him a unique understanding of entertainment
law, including intellectual property and international business
litigation. Karl is also highly experienced in insurance coverage,
construction, products liability, family law, and appellate work. He
is admitted to practice in both Tennessee and Georgia.

Karl launched his litigation practice with HBS in 1995. Early on, he
practiced extensively in general liability and medical malpractice
litigation and still practices in those areas to this day. As his
practice expanded, he developed distinct expertise in assisting
businesses with formation, formalities, dissolution, acquisitions,
transactions, and related matters. His extensive transactional
practice focuses primarily on the entertainment industry, and also
encompasses legal malpractice, transportation, business litigation,
and retail liability cases. Karl also has significant trial experience in
a wide array of areas.

Services
Arbitration & Mediation

Business Litigation

Business Transactions

Construction

Dental

General Liability

Insurance Coverage

Intellectual Property

Medical Malpractice

Products Liability

Professional Malpractice &
Ethics

Transportation

https://hallboothsmith.com/services/arbitration-mediation/
https://hallboothsmith.com/services/business-litigation/
https://hallboothsmith.com/services/transactional/
https://hallboothsmith.com/services/construction/
https://hallboothsmith.com/services/dental/
https://hallboothsmith.com/services/general-liability/
https://hallboothsmith.com/services/insurance-coverage/
https://hallboothsmith.com/services/intellectual-property/
https://hallboothsmith.com/services/professional-negligence-medical-malpractice/
https://hallboothsmith.com/services/products-liability/
https://hallboothsmith.com/services/professional-malpractice-and-ethics/
https://hallboothsmith.com/services/professional-malpractice-and-ethics/
https://hallboothsmith.com/services/transportation/
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More +
His music career gives Karl a unique, first-hand understanding of
the “real life” dynamics between the entertainment industry and
creative professionals. He works with a variety of clients in
entertainment-related business litigation and transactional work:
publishers, record companies, film and video production
companies, entertainment conglomerates, songwriters, artists,
administrators, entertainment entrepreneurs/investors, managers,
emerging and established businesses, and others.

Karl regularly speaks at the annual North American Law Summit
and is frequently invited to speak about pressing business and
legal issues facing the music and entertainment industries. He also
frequently interacts with leaders in the entertainment world on
cutting-edge topics like social networking, music, video streaming,
downloading, and subscription services and analyzes the impact of
these technological advances on the industry. He helps clients
effectively utilize social networking and web development for
business marketing and promotional purposes to develop
sustainable independent careers. Karl teaches a copyright class for
Nashville Community Education and is annually featured in the
prestigious Music Row publication In Charge, which highlights
“Nashville’s Music Industry Decision Makers.” He is a voting
member of the National Academy of the Recording Arts and
Sciences and the Country Music Association. Karl also represented
one of the nominees for the 2012 Presidential Campaign in a
nationally publicized copyright litigation involving music
performing rights.

Karl studied music at Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Florida, and
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Creative Writing. He attended Georgia
State University College of Law in Atlanta, and received his Juris
Doctor, magna cum laude, in 1992. In law school, he was
Associate Editor of Notes and Comments, Georgia State University
Law Review, and a member of the Outer Barristers Guild. He
published reviews of selected 1991 Georgia Legislation in the
Georgia State University Law Review, Vol. 8, No. I, Jan. 1992.

Strategic
Teams
National Trial Counsel

https://hallboothsmith.com/teams/national-trial-counsel/
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Experience

Arbitration & MediationKarl offers general and family law mediation services. He is trained
as a Rule 31 family law mediator in Tennessee. His practice
includes experience in many mediation settings as an advocate,
and he offers alternatives to litigation that afford clients effective
compromise and decision-making empowerment. His clients are
fully engaged and involved in resolving their own disputes and
matters using a cost-efficient alternative to litigation.

Business LitigationKarl has deep experience representing a wide variety of clients
involved in business disputes. He offers personalized, skilled
attention to business clients in many different industries to help
solve their business transactional and litigation issues. Having
been a small business owner and entrepreneur himself, Karl
recognizes barriers to compromise in the business environment
and strives to achieve resolution short of costly and counter-
productive litigation. However, if the courtroom is inevitable, Karl
is a zealous and aggressive advocate for his clients.

Business TransactionsKarl’s entertainment litigation and transactional specialties were
born from personal experience in the complex music industry. He
now represents a wide variety of entertainment industry clients,
including publishers, record companies, film and video production
companies, entertainment conglomerates, songwriters, artists,
administrators, entertainment entrepreneurs/investors, and more.

He has also advised, facilitated, and participated in many new
business ventures on behalf of transactional clients and provided
professional expertise on a wide variety of business needs,
including forming entities, structuring partnerships, facilitating
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acquisitions, and assisting with due diligence.

ConstructionIn the fast-paced construction industry, business success depends
on efficiency, cooperation and completion on schedule. Setbacks
hurt the bottom line whether you are a developer, property owner,
construction manager, contractor, subcontractor, engineer, or
architect. Karl’s experience in business litigation, alternative
dispute resolution, copyright, and contract law serves the diverse
needs of his many construction industry clients.

Karl offers his expertise to help clients navigate complex industry
rules and regulations as well as contract terms and conditions, all
while facilitating communication during every stage of a
construction project. Issues range from contract compliance,
delay, extra work, payment issues, liens, change orders,
unexpected contingencies, human interaction, and communication
breakdowns. He guides the resolution of project disputes before
they become significantly costly delays. If necessary, Karl will
aggressively and zealously litigate construction disputes in both
state and federal courts.

He also has experience in protecting and litigating intellectual
property rights associated with architectural plans. Since passage
of the Architectural Works Copyright Protection Act (AWCPA),
which amended the Copyright Act to specifically include
“architectural works” among the list of protected works, architects
have enjoyed protection of their intellectual labor. Since protection
of pictorial, graphic, and sculptural works is also established under
the Act, architects may secure complete protection for their works.
Karl assists his architectural clients not only in the protection of
their designs but also of the diagrams, models, and technical
drawings created for their projects.

Family Law & Domestic RelationsKarl brings a personal, conciliatory approach to dealing with
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clients in all family law matters, and he employs aggressive
litigation skills when necessary. He has over 22 years of litigation
and trial experience with HBS as well as Rule 31 Family Law
Mediator training and past certification. He combines an in-depth
understanding of current family law with creative, individualized
problem-solving strategies developed with each client. In any
family law matter, Karl offers his clients efficient legal and
practical solutions to these uniquely personal.

General LiabilityDuring his years with HBS, Karl has litigated numerous general
liability cases on behalf of insurance companies and private
entities. He has trial experience in both state and federal courts,
handling cases of all levels of exposure, and involving a wide array
of allegations and issues. Karl offers consultation services on legal
issues concerning customer and workplace safety for all types of
businesses, and his clients have included retail establishments,
hospitals, Travel Centers, restaurants, hotels and private entities.

In addition to general premises liability, Karl has litigated and tried
issues involving the private security industry: In March 2016, he
litigated a high-exposure wrongful death claim which resulted in a
defense verdict in Tennessee for one of the largest security
companies in the world.

Insurance CoverageKarl’s experience includes insurance coverage and bad faith issues
from both the insured’s and insurer’s perspective. In addition to
providing coverage opinions and guidance to carriers and clients,
Karl litigates coverage disputes when necessary. In doing so, he
focuses closely on policy detail, coupled with close analysis and
comparison of existing applicable precedent, in determining the
client’s obligations and potential options.
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Intellectual Property & EntertainmentGrowing up in Nashville gave Karl a natural familiarity with the
music industry and culture in America’s Music City. He opened the
Nashville office of HBS in 2002, developed the first entertainment
practice at the firm, and now represents record companies,
publishing companies, film and video production companies,
entertainment conglomerates, artists, songwriters, producers,
managers, agents, entertainment entrepreneurs, and investors in
all aspects of the entertainment industry.

With deep knowledge of music catalogue acquisitions, Karl advises
industry clients in all aspects of valuation, purchasing, and
exploiting music catalogues including through bankruptcy
proceedings. He offers intellectual property valuation services for
estate and gift tax planning purposes as well. Karl’s practice
includes advising clients regarding the establishment and
maintenance of various entities, including corporations, LLCs, and
partnerships. He represents artists in all facets of career
development, nurturing and fostering independent sustainability.

In addition to his work in the U.S., Karl offers a wide array of
transactional negotiation experience and intellectual property
expertise having worked in the past with international clients in
Tbilisi. His international practice includes, among other areas,
transactional work in the entertainment and technology industries.

From negotiating complex international agreements to offering
copyright and trademark services across a broad spectrum of
media, branding, and global licensing platforms, Karl provides
client support and effective guidance through intellectual property
protection and exploitation for businesses and individuals. He also
assists with intellectual property based investment and
entrepreneurial ventures, innovative transactional solutions, and
maximizing new technologies to help facilitate private sector
business development and growth.

Medical MalpracticeKarl has been litigating and trying medical malpractice cases with
HBS since 1995. His comprehensive practice includes clients in
both Georgia and Tennessee. For the duration of more than two
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decades, he has represented hospitals, physicians, nurses, and
other health professionals in all aspects of health care liability.

Products LiabilityKarl works with many high-profile clients in assessing risk and
defending products liability matters. He assists clients with
understanding possible risks and defending claims asserted and/or
filed in state and federal court. He has great knowledge of the
federal and state courts and their decision trends, helping him
evaluate clients’ exposure, and defending claims for personal
injury or property damage in the products liability arena.

International BusinessKarl’s experience and practice includes representing clients and
interests on the international stage both in conjunction with, and
independently of, the Tbilisi office of the firm. His international
practice includes, among other areas, transactional work in the
entertainment and technology industries.

Professional Malpractice & EthicsKarl’s broad base of experience in underlying issues makes him
especially suited for defending fellow practitioners facing
allegations of legal malpractice. Realizing the impact of these
claims, Karl always explores resolution through dispositive motion
practice and alternative dispute resolution.

However, if trial is inevitable, Karl’s trial experience positions him
to aggressively try legal malpractice cases. He represents
professionals sued for negligence, fraud, and fiduciary breaches in
nearly every area of professional practice and has experience in
every facet of malpractice litigation, from pre-claim assistance
through trial and appeal.
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TransportationKarl has experience litigating cases involving the transportation
industry in both Georgia and Tennessee. He has represented over-
the-road operators, transportation companies, and full-service
Travel Centers in these two important transportation business
states.

Credentials

Admitted
State Courts:

Tennessee, 2002

U.S. District Courts:

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia
U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Tennessee
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Texas

U.S. Courts of Appeals:

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit

U.S. Supreme Court

Education
J.D., magna cum laude, Georgia State University, 1993
B.A., Eckerd College, 1980
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Memberships
American Society of Composers, Authors & Publishers
Atlanta Bar Association
Copyright Society of the South, Board of Directors
Country Music Association: Voting Member, 2004-2023

More +

Georgia State Law Review, Notes & Comments: Associate
Editor, 1990-1992
Nashville Bar Association
National Academy of the Recording Arts and Sciences:
Voting Member, 1993-2023
Outer Barristers Guild
Rotary Club
State Bar of Georgia: Entertainment & Sports Law Section,
Intellectual Property Section
Tennessee Bar Association

Recognition
The Best Lawyers in America®, Best Lawyers®, 2010-2025

Awarded in: Entertainment Law - Motion Pictures and
Television, Entertainment Law - Music, Litigation -
Intellectual Property

AV Preeminent® Peer Review Rated™, Martindale-Hubbell
Gold Client Champion, Martindale-Hubbell

More +

Music Industry Decision Maker, Music Row Magazine's In
Charge Issue, 2010-2020
Tennessee Super Lawyer, Super Lawyers®; 2014,
2016-2018
Tennessee Top Rated Lawyers, ALM & Martindale-Hubbell,
2012

Awarded in: Construction Law, Commercial Litigation,
Intellectual Property

Outer Barristers Guild Award

https://www.bestlawyers.com/lawyers/karl-braun/66572
https://profiles.superlawyers.com/tennessee/nashville/lawyer/karl-m-braun/df197e73-c7c6-43db-85d0-3a27055bf8c0.html
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Presentations
Karl is a regular speaker at the ABA Annual North American
Entertainment, Sports, & IP Law Conference on a wide range of
intellectual property litigation and transactional issues. Some of
his specific presentations are also listed below.

Entertainment Case Law Update
The North American Law Summit; November 10, 2023
Entertainment Case Law Update
The North American Law Summit, November 2022

Publications
Photographs As Protectible Forms Of Expression
HBS Intellectual Property Blog; February 10, 2020
Will Kanye Single-Handedly Change the Course of the
Entertainment Industry?
HBS Intellectual Property Blog; March 14, 2019
Music Modernization Act
HBS Intellectual Property Blog; January 23, 2019
The Ninth Circuit Rules “Google” Is Not A Generic
Term
HBS Intellectual Property Blog; August 2, 2017

In the Press

58 HBS
Attorneys
Recognized as

https://hallboothsmith.com/photographs-as-protectible-forms-of-expression/
https://hallboothsmith.com/will-kanye-single-handedly-change-the-course-of-the-entertainment-industry/
https://hallboothsmith.com/will-kanye-single-handedly-change-the-course-of-the-entertainment-industry/
https://hallboothsmith.com/music-modernization-act/
https://hallboothsmith.com/the-ninth-circuit-rules-google-is-not-a-generic-term-2/
https://hallboothsmith.com/the-ninth-circuit-rules-google-is-not-a-generic-term-2/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-america-2025/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-america-2025/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-america-2025/
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The Best
Lawyers in
America®
Award
Recipients
August 16, 2024

Hall Booth Smith, P.C. is
pleased to announce that 58
lawyers have been included
in the 2025 edition of The
Best Lawyers in America®

Read Full Article

55 Hall Booth
Smith Lawyers
Recognized as
2024 Best
Lawyers®
Award
Recipients
August 21, 2023

We’re pleased to announce
that 55 lawyers have been
included in the 2024 edition
of The Best Lawyers in
America®.

Read Full Article

https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-america-2025/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-america-2025/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-america-2025/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-america-2025/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-america-2025/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-america-2025/
https://hallboothsmith.com/2024-best-lawyers/
https://hallboothsmith.com/2024-best-lawyers/
https://hallboothsmith.com/2024-best-lawyers/
https://hallboothsmith.com/2024-best-lawyers/
https://hallboothsmith.com/2024-best-lawyers/
https://hallboothsmith.com/2024-best-lawyers/
https://hallboothsmith.com/2024-best-lawyers/
https://hallboothsmith.com/2024-best-lawyers/
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Hall Booth
Smith
Attorneys
Honored by
The Best
Lawyers In
America 2023
August 18, 2022

47 lawyers from the firm have
been honored in the 2023
edition of The Best Lawyers in
America.

Read Full Article

HBS Adds
Attorney Scott
Corley in
Nashville
February 18, 2022

NASHVILLE, TN –  February
18, 2022 – Hall Booth Smith,
P.C. (HBS) is pleased to
welcome Scott Corley as an
Associate to its growing office
in Nashville, Tennessee. Scott
defends our insured clients in
a wide array of areas
including healthcare,
professional liability
(specifically healthcare
professionals), products

https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-in-america-2023/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-in-america-2023/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-in-america-2023/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-in-america-2023/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-in-america-2023/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-in-america-2023/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-in-america-2023/
https://hallboothsmith.com/best-lawyers-in-america-2023/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-attorney-scott-corley-in-nashville/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-attorney-scott-corley-in-nashville/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-attorney-scott-corley-in-nashville/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-attorney-scott-corley-in-nashville/
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liability, general liability,
transportation, as well as
business,

Read Full Article

HBS
Welcomes
Associate
Tanner W.
Yancy in
Nashville
December 20, 2021

NASHVILLE, TN –  December
20, 2021 – Hall Booth Smith,
P.C. (HBS) is pleased to
welcome Tanner W. Yancy as
an Associate to its growing
office in Nashville, Tennessee.
Tanner focuses his practice
on healthcare litigation,
transportation, insurance
coverage, intellectual
property, and general liability
disputes. Prior to joining HBS,
Tanner practiced at a regional
law

Read Full Article

Hall Booth
Smith
Attorneys

https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-attorney-scott-corley-in-nashville/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-welcomes-associate-tanner-w-yancy-in-nashville/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-welcomes-associate-tanner-w-yancy-in-nashville/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-welcomes-associate-tanner-w-yancy-in-nashville/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-welcomes-associate-tanner-w-yancy-in-nashville/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-welcomes-associate-tanner-w-yancy-in-nashville/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-welcomes-associate-tanner-w-yancy-in-nashville/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-welcomes-associate-tanner-w-yancy-in-nashville/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2022/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2022/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2022/
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Honored by
The Best
Lawyers In
America®
2022
August 19, 2021

We’re excited to announce
that 25 HBS lawyers have
been recognized in the 2022
edition of The Best Lawyers in
America®.

Read Full Article

Hall Booth
Smith Adds
Two
Associates as
Tennessee
Offices Expand
January 27, 2021

MEMPHIS AND NASHVILLE, TN
– January 27, 2021 – Hall
Booth Smith, P.C. is pleased
to welcome two new
associate attorneys in
Tennessee as its offices in
Memphis and Nashville
expand. Jared Davenport is
based in Memphis, and he
defends clients in a wide
variety of litigation related to

https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2022/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2022/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2022/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2022/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2022/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2022/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-adds-two-associates-as-tennessee-offices-expand/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-adds-two-associates-as-tennessee-offices-expand/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-adds-two-associates-as-tennessee-offices-expand/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-adds-two-associates-as-tennessee-offices-expand/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-adds-two-associates-as-tennessee-offices-expand/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-adds-two-associates-as-tennessee-offices-expand/
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medical malpractice, health
care, professional malpractice

Read Full Article

Hall Booth
Smith
Attorneys
Honored By
The Best
Lawyers In
America©
2021
August 20, 2020

Hall Booth Smith, P.C. (HBS)
is pleased to announce 24
lawyers from the firm were
honored in the 2021 edition
of The Best Lawyers in
America© . This award is
based on an evaluation
process that includes a
collection of client and lawyer
evaluations and peer reviews
from attorneys in the same
field. These HBS

Read Full Article

Ferrari Loses
Trademark
Fight For

https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-adds-two-associates-as-tennessee-offices-expand/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2021/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2021/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2021/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2021/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2021/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2021/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2021/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2021/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hall-booth-smith-attorneys-honored-by-the-best-lawyers-in-america-2021/
https://hallboothsmith.com/ferrari-loses-trademark-fight-for-worlds-most-expensive-car/
https://hallboothsmith.com/ferrari-loses-trademark-fight-for-worlds-most-expensive-car/
https://hallboothsmith.com/ferrari-loses-trademark-fight-for-worlds-most-expensive-car/
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World’s Most
Expensive Car
July 30, 2020

Written by: HBS Intellectual
Property Team Ferrari just
lost a landmark trademark
battle with an Italian rival
auto maker over its 250 GTO,
one of its most coveted
sports cars that typically
fetches 50 million pounds
($65 million USD) when one
comes up for private sale or
auction. The decision by the
European Union’s Intellectual
Property Office

Read Full Article

HBS Adds
Intellectual
Property
Attorneys
Daniel C.
Miller and
Rodney R.
Miller As
Partners
May 21, 2020

ATLANTA – May 21, 2020 –
Hall Booth Smith, P.C. is
excited to announce that

https://hallboothsmith.com/ferrari-loses-trademark-fight-for-worlds-most-expensive-car/
https://hallboothsmith.com/ferrari-loses-trademark-fight-for-worlds-most-expensive-car/
https://hallboothsmith.com/ferrari-loses-trademark-fight-for-worlds-most-expensive-car/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-intellectual-property-attorneys-daniel-c-miller-and-rodney-r-miller-as-partners/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-intellectual-property-attorneys-daniel-c-miller-and-rodney-r-miller-as-partners/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-intellectual-property-attorneys-daniel-c-miller-and-rodney-r-miller-as-partners/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-intellectual-property-attorneys-daniel-c-miller-and-rodney-r-miller-as-partners/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-intellectual-property-attorneys-daniel-c-miller-and-rodney-r-miller-as-partners/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-intellectual-property-attorneys-daniel-c-miller-and-rodney-r-miller-as-partners/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-intellectual-property-attorneys-daniel-c-miller-and-rodney-r-miller-as-partners/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-intellectual-property-attorneys-daniel-c-miller-and-rodney-r-miller-as-partners/
https://hallboothsmith.com/hbs-adds-intellectual-property-attorneys-daniel-c-miller-and-rodney-r-miller-as-partners/
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highly experienced
intellectual property
attorneys Daniel C. Miller and
Rodney Miller have joined the
firm as Partners. Dan and
Rodney join a growing
intellectual property team
that is led by Partner Karl
Braun in our Nashville office
and Partner Justin

Read Full Article

USPTO Offers
Free Fast
Track for
Small
Businesses on
COVID-19
Applications
May 18, 2020

Written by: Karl Braun,
Esq., Justin Kerenyi,
Esq., Daniel Miller, Esq.,
and Rodney Miller, Esq. The
United States Patent and
Trademark Office is giving
small businesses and micro
entities priority examination
without the usual fees in an
effort to encourage continued
investment in intellectual
property related to COVID-19
during the coronavirus
shutdown. To qualify for the
new COVID-19 Prioritized
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Read Full Article

Supreme
Court Sides
With Lucky
Brand on
Defense
Preclusion
May 4, 2020

Written by: Karl Braun, Esq.,
Justin Kerenyi, Esq., Daniel
Miller, Esq., and Rodney
Miller, Esq. The U.S. Supreme
Court sided with apparel
maker Lucky Brand on the
applicability of “defense
preclusion” about whether
and under which
circumstances a defense
might be barred in
subsequent litigation between
two parties. The unanimous
decision held that any
preclusion

Read Full Article

Photographs
As Protectible
Forms of
Expression
February 10, 2020
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Written by: Karl Braun, Esq.
Photographs represent a
unique and plentiful form of
personal and professional
expression. Photographs also
constitute intellectual
property. The pervasive
proliferation of photographs
on the internet via social
media, advertising, news
stories, branding, etc. blurs
our understanding of
associated intellectual
property rights. We have
clients often inquiring about
the unauthorized use

Read Full Article

HBS Hires
Larry Cheng
as Nashville
Office Grows
November 25, 2019

NASHVILLE, TENN. – Nov. 25,
2019 – Hall Booth Smith, P.C.
is pleased to welcome Y.
Larry Cheng as an Associate
in its expanding office in
Nashville, Tennessee. Cheng
focuses his practice on a wide
variety of matters such as
business and commercial
litigation, general liability,
auto accidents and other
transportation lawsuits,
premises liability and
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Read Full Article

Hall Booth
Smith
Attorneys
Honored By
The Best
Lawyers In
America©
2020
August 15, 2019

Hall Booth Smith, P.C. (HBS)
is pleased to announce 24
lawyers from the firm were
honored in the 2020 edition
of The Best Lawyers in
America© . This award is
based on an evaluation
process that includes a
collection of client and lawyer
evaluations and peer reviews
from attorneys in the same
field. These HBS

Read Full Article

Will Kanye
Single-
Handedly
Change the
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Course of the
Entertainment
Industry?
March 14, 2019

Written by: Karl M. Braun,
Esq. Kanye West filed suit in
Superior Court, Los Angeles
County at the end of January,
2019 against EMI April Music,
Inc. and EMI Blackwood
Music, Inc. seeking
declaratory relief, restitution
and a constructive trust,
alleging unjust enrichment
through EMI’s alleged
violation of California Labor
Code Section 2855 (The De

Read Full Article

Music
Modernization
Act Blog Post
January 23, 2019

Written by: Karl Braun, Esq.
As a brief introduction to
discussion of the new Orrin G.
Hatch–Bob Goodlatte Music
Modernization Act (“MMA”), a
cursory understanding of a
few key terms and concepts
is essential. An “artist” in the
context of the MMA is a
performer on a sound
recording (“sound recording”
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may also be referred

Read Full Article

HBS Attorneys
Recognized in
2018 Mid-
South Super
Lawyers
Magazine
November 9, 2018

In the 2018 edition of the
Mid-South Super Lawyers
magazine, Hall Booth Smith
has been recognized for its
outstanding legal work as
seven of its attorneys are on
the list of Super Lawyers and
Rising Stars.

Read Full Article

Hall Booth
Smith Expands
Nashville
Office with
Partner Jim
Embrey
August 22, 2018

Hall Booth Smith, P.C. is
expanding its office in
Nashville, Tennessee, with
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the addition of Partner James
R. Embrey, Jr.

Mr. Embrey specializes in the
full spectrum of professional
negligence and health care
liability, transportation,
general liability, product
liability and insurance
coverage matters.

Read Full Article

Hall Booth
Smith
Attorneys
Honored by
The Best
Lawyers in
America©
2019
August 15, 2018

Hall Booth Smith, P.C. (HBS)
is pleased to announce 24
lawyers from the firm were
honored in the 2019 edition
of The Best Lawyers in
America© . This award is
based on an evaluation
process that includes a
collection of client and lawyer
evaluations and peer reviews
from attorneys in the same
field. These HBS

Read Full Article
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HBS Attorneys
Recognized in
2017 Mid-
South Super
Lawyers
Magazine
November 7, 2017

In the 2017 edition of the
Mid-South Super Lawyers
magazine, HBS has been
recognized for its outstanding
legal work as three of its
attorneys are on the list of
Super Lawyers and one Rising
Star.

Read Full Article

Hall Booth
Smith
Attorneys
Honored by
The Best
Lawyers in
America©
August 21, 2017

Hall Booth Smith, P.C. (HBS)
is pleased to announce 21
lawyers from the firm were
honored in the 2018 edition
of The Best Lawyers in
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America© . This award is
based on an evaluation
process that includes a
collection of client and lawyer
evaluations and peer reviews
from attorneys in the same
field. These HBS attorneys
and

Read Full Article

The Ninth
Circuit Rules
“Google” is
Not a Generic
Term
August 2, 2017

Written by: Karl Braun,
Esq. and Larry Cheng The
United States Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
recently considered whether
the Google name should
continue to receive
trademark protection.
Specifically, the Ninth Circuit
examined whether the term
“google” had become
generic. In 2012, Chris
Gillespie acquired 763
domain names that included
the term “google.” For
example,

Read Full Article
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HBS Attorneys
Recognized in
2016 Mid-
South Super
Lawyers
Magazine
November 15, 2016

HBS has been recognized for
its outstanding legal work as
three of its attorneys are on
the list of Super Lawyers and
one Rising Star in the 2016
edition of Mid-South Super
Lawyers.

Read Full Article

HBS Attorneys
Honored by
The Best
Lawyers® in
America
August 19, 2015

Hall Booth Smith, P.C. (HBS)
is pleased to announce
eleven lawyers from the firm
were honored in the 2016
edition of The Best Lawyers in
America®. This award is
based on an evaluation
process that includes a
collection of client and lawyer
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evaluations and peer reviews
from attorneys in the same
field. These HBS attorneys
and

Read Full Article

HBS Opens
New Office in
Memphis,
Tennessee
April 1, 2015

Hall Booth Smith, P.C. (HBS)
is pleased to announce the
opening of its newest office in
Memphis, Tennessee.

Read Full Article

HBS Attorneys
Honored as
The Best
Lawyers in
America
March 6, 2015

Hall Booth Smith, P.C. (HBS)
is pleased to announce nine
lawyers from the firm were
honored in the 2015 edition
of The Best Lawyers in
America®. This award is
based on an evaluation
process that includes a
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collection of client and lawyer
evaluations and peer reviews
from attorneys in the same
field. These HBS attorneys
and

Read Full Article

Partner Karl
Braun co-
authors article
for Landslide
magazine
October 9, 2014

Nashville Partner Karl M.
Braun and Maddalena R.
Zefferino wrote an article
for Landslide magazine, a
publication of the ABA section
of the Intellectual Property
Law. The article Meeting of
the Minds—Applifying Your
Brand Protection Strategy is
in the September/October
2014 issue.  

Read Full Article

Patrick
Millsaps of
HBS launches
Nationwide
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Talent
Management
Firm
August 7, 2014

Georgia-based Patrick
Millsaps has joined forces
with California-based Adam
Trahan  (formerly of Artist
International) at HBS
Management, LLC.,  a full
service management
company that will encompass
offices coast to coast in
Century City, Atlanta and
Nashville (headed by Karl
Braun for the music side). The
company’s nationwide
presence will bring new
opportunities for its clients.

Read Full Article

Hall Booth
Smith, P.C. –
Relocating
and Expanding
in Downtown
Nashville
April 1, 2014

NASHVILLE – Hall Booth
Smith, P.C. (HBS) is pleased
to announce that on April 1,
2014, it will move its
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Nashville office to the Fifth
Third Center in downtown
Nashville. The new offices will
occupy the 29th and 30th
floors, encompassing a total
of 14,367 square feet,
including three large
conference rooms and state-
of-the-art technology.  HBS’s

Read Full Article

Hall Booth
Smith is
Pleased to
Welcome New
Associate
Lucas
Davidson to
the Nashville
Office
March 24, 2014

HBS is pleased to announce
and welcome Lucas A.
Davidson as an associate in
the Nashville office.
Davidson’s primary focus will
be on civil litigation with an
emphasis on commercial and
construction litigation,
medical malpractice defense
and entertainment law.
“Lucas Davidson brings a
well-rounded background of
both personal and
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professional experience. We
were impressed with

Read Full Article

Attorney Karl
Braun Elected
to the 2014
Board of
Directors of
the Copyright
Society of the
South
December 20, 2013

Hall Booth Smith (HBS) is
pleased to announce that Mr.
Karl Braun, Partner at HBS
Nashville office has been
elected to the 2014 Board of
Directors of the Copyright
Society of the South. “Serving
on the Board of this
renowned Society is a great
honor for me. Copyright
principles impact every
aspect of our industry

Read Full Article
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Announce
Joanna
McCracken as
a New
Associate in
the Nashville
Office
December 3, 2013

Hall Booth Smith (HBS) is
excited to announce the
addition of Joanna McCracken
as an associate. McCracken
has been with HBS since Fall
of 2011, serving as a legal
assistant to partners Karl
Braun and Buck Cole. She will
be joining our
Entertainment/IP, General
Liability, Medical Malpractice
and Business Litigation
practice groups. “Joanna has
proven

Read Full Article

HBS
Recognizes
and
Congratulates
Partner Karl
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Braun for Best
Lawyers in
America
July 22, 2013

It is our pleasure to recognize
and congratulate Karl Braun
for being selected for
inclusion in the 20th Edition
of The Best Lawyers in
America.  Mr. Braun is a
partner in HBS’s Nashville
office and was given this
honor by his peers for his
work and expertise in the
practice area of
Entertainment Law –

Read Full Article

Hall Booth
Smith
Attorneys
Recognized in
Tennessee’s
Top Rated
Lawyers 2012
May 6, 2013

Hall Booth Smith is pleased to
announce that four of its
attorneys in Nashville,
Tennessee office have been
recognized for their
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achievements as the AV
Preeminent® by LexisNexis®
Martindale-Hubbell®, in
National Law Journal’s
publication, Tennessee’s Top
Rated Lawyers 2012. The AV
Preeminent® rating is a
significant accomplishment
and a testament to the fact
that a

Read Full Article

FoxNews.com
Mentions
Nashville’s
Karl Braun
August 27, 2012

FoxNews.com mentions
Nashville’s Karl Braun in
regards to the Newt Gingrich
‘Eye of the Tiger’ lawsuit.
Please see here for entire
article.

Read Full Article

Best Lawyers
Magazine
Recognizes
Nine HBS
Attorneys as
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“Best Lawyers
2012”
May 10, 2012

Hall Booth Smith (HBS) has
once again been recognized
for its outstanding legal work.
Alex H. Booth, John E. Hall, Jr.,
Jack G. Slover, and Jonathan
Marigliano, of the Atlanta
office; Michael S. Meyer von
Bremen of the Albany office;
Terrell W. Benton, Jr. of the
Athens office; Michael G. Frick
of the Brunswick office;
Anthony

Read Full Article

Karl Braun
Featured in
Music Row
Magazine
October 12, 2011

Music Row
Magazine acknowledged Karl
Braun’s recent
announcement as head
of Hall Booth Smith‘s new
Family Law and Mediation
practice group in its Nashville
office.  Karl has been
practicing law for nineteen
years and recently received
his Rule 31 mediator
designation. Click Here to
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